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SUBJECT: THE MILITARY STITUATTION XN SOUTH VIETNAM

GOVERNMENT EFFORTS TO¢ RECAPTURE THE HIGHGROUND PONITIONS
OVERLLOOKING PHU BAL AIRBASE AlD COASTAL ROUTE X SQUTH OF HUE
T SOUTHERN THUA THIEN PROVINCE HAVE BROQUGHT HEAVY FIGHTING
TN THE PAST FEW DAYS. STIFF COMMUNIST RESISTANCE . COHPLED
WITH THE GOVIRNMENT'S INABILTTY EFFECTIVELY TO COORDINATE
AND EXPLOIT SUPPORTING ARTT’LEPY AND ATR STRIKES. HAVE THUS
FAR PREVENTED SOUTH VIETNAM'S LST DEIVISION FROM SECURING MO TAU
AND BONG MOUNTATNS AS WCLL AS OTHER NEARBY HILLTOP POSITIONS.
COMMUNIST TERRORISTS BLEW UP TMOVGAS STATIONS IN DOWNTOUN
DA MENG-=THE FIRST SUCH ACTIVITY SNINCE JAMURARY Xx973. THNCREASED

COMMUNIST PRESIURE TS ALSG BUILDING ALONG THE HIGHGROURD
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